Interview with Mike Shankland (2003 


When did you start Oriflamme, with who, and what for ? 


Oriflamme started in 1998. I had been involved with Hoblink, the Gay Pagan / Occultists group. I 
got tired of the more religious element but realised the Neo-paganism was a potentially important 
cultural movement. I became more interested in reading Umberto Eco and Camille Paglia rather 
than standard pagan writers. The huge medieval influence on Neo-paganism interested me greatly 
and I decided to write about it. It fascinated me that so many Occult groups seem to be influenced 
by the Knights Templars, for example, the idea of a semi secret magical fraternity enjoying political 
autonomy is obviously an inspiration to many. 


Who are the persons who write in your journal ? Amateurs ? Professors ? 


Mainly people who have started reading it and feel inspired to write, new writers are welcome. 
Some writers have had formal academic qualifications, other have not. 


A private question: why are you so interested in the Middle Age ? Do you feel more 
attraction for the Past than for our nowaday's world ? 


I think there is a fascination in a time which is so distant from our own but may well have been the 
era which saw the birth of many elements of our own age, and of our sense of identity. Attempts to 
establish European hegemony, urban culture, the banking system, social unrest breaking in to 
peasant rebellion, seemed to have developed from the 13th and 14th centuries. 


The medieval Roman Catholic church which reached the zenith of its power in the 13th century was 
the model structure for totalitarian structures everywhere, forging its european territory into the 
order known as Christendom. In a short space of time during the early thirteenth century, crusades 
against the Cathars and the Baltic heathens were launched, the Orthodox church prime city of 
Constantinople was sacked by Roman catholic crusaders, whilst greater powers conferred on the 


Inquisition. In 1215 at the Fourth Lateran Council, the Roman Catholic church decreed (amongst 
many measures...) that all Jews must wear distinctive clothing, and that all Christian must attend 
confession at least once a year. One was subjected to Christendom mind body and soul... This 
control process is worth studying for any student of politics or psychology. 


Generally, do you think our world misses the medieval values ? What are the values 
important for you ? 


I think that this is too difficult to answer in this format. The ideals of chilvary, the idea that a 
watrior knight can matter as an individual (before weapons of mass destruction and large land 
armies) have a lasting appeal. But in reality the warrior knight had to operate under the control of 
Christendom and was usually caught up ina complicated structure of loyalties and not such a free 
spirit. Moreover, although chairty was to be extended to civilians, knights did not necessarily 
extend their mercy to footsoldiers who were forced to fight them. 


But overall I try to break down the simplistic idea that modern times are so enlightened and the 
Medieval past barbaric. The West — rightly or wrongly — used great brutality to win the Gulf war in 
1991, for example. Human potential to commit acts of compassion and severity are not that 
different from age to age, though the ferocity of modern weapons would have been unknown in the 
medieval era. 


With the rise of modernism, it was thought that humans could build an ideal society on earth, and 
that if the ideal political system could be devised, we could create ideal citizens, motivated by 
rationnal principles, everything could be regulated and ordered, even human behaviour. Modern day 
liberalism, Socialism and Anarchism seem to date from the 18th century enlightment, and of course 
the French revolution., furthering this optimistic view of human nature and behaviour. The 
medieval line was that humans were sinful and could not build an ideal society but should prepare 
for an after-life. 


With post-modernism we seem caught in between, people seem to be disillusioned and cynical, with 
the modernist goal of the ideal society being built in the present now losing its appeal. Feng Shui is 
now more popular than Socialism ! There is more attention being paid to the potency of Nature, and 
also the irrational, the curious and the mystical. In other words what seems to be operating beyond 
the mundane. Yet we are not so certain of the existence of the After-life as the medieval folk 
seemed to be, and fewer people now seem worried about the dangers of Hell or Purgatory. 


On the political side, Middle Age was the time of the Kings, with their greatness, their divine 
symbolism, but it was also the time of the people's starvation... What are the political lessons 
the Middle Age teaches us ? Are you a royalist ? 


My main priority is to explore the medieval cultural and imaginative influence that the Post-modern 
age seem to draw upon. I find I have sympathy with regionalism and the breakdown of the nation 
states which have historical antecedents. Yet also I favour more radical policies such as the 
encouragement of voluntary population control, encouragement of economic self sufficiency for 
regions, thereby relying on less overseas imports, are principles I agree with. I am in favour of 
rights for homosexual people (partly because I am homosexual myself), in fact I think that in the 
future humanity will have to devise kinship structures which are NOT based on biological 
reproduction. Hopefully new forms of relationships can be ones that will maintain a code of honour, 
loyalty and trust one would hope to attain in a family structure. I think that current Gay lifestyle is 
in danger of reducing all its adherents merely to the level of consumer, however one often finds 
some mutual support structures being developed amongst homosexuals which are not solely 
concernig with money and spending power. Of course I oppose any attempt to force homosexual 


relationships on to non contesting individuals and fully accept that only a minority will ever be 
drawn towards homosexuality. 


I do not feel strongly either way about the royal family. 


There has been a rumour circulating that I am a Fascist and that Oriflamme is also Fascist. Neither 
are true. As well as being pro-homosexuality, pro-decentralisation, my late mother’s family were 
German jewish refugees who ended up also having to flee Franco’s forces. I have also been trying 
to persuade people with an interest in the 20th century history to take seriously a research project 
my late father began in to the life of Lauro di Bosis. Di Bosis was an italian conservative, poet and 
chemist who was opposed to Mussolini. Di Bosis lived in exile in France, took flying lessons, and 
managed to fly to Rome in 1931 and drop leaflets and proclamations opposed to Mussolini’s regime 
over the city. No is sure what happened to him, parts of his plane were found whashed up on the 
shores of Corsica. 


The Fascist rumours started due to the fact that I advertise a publication titled Alternative Green and 
sold some copies of Oriflamme at a gathering organized by Richard Hunt, the editor of Alternative 
Green. Richard’s publication is very decentralist and opposed to a corporate state. Richard Hunt 
will talk to activists from the Right and the Left if they are in favour the break-up of the Nation- 
state and a move away from industrial urban life. At his meeting a range of diverse radical political 
groups were present, including one radical right wing group. A post-modernist novelist seemed to 
be monitoring the event and declared that I was a Fascist because I am apparently associating with 
supposed fascists. 
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I am not sure how feasible Richard Hunt’s model society is. I respect the fact that he is an 
intelligent individual with original views. At a time when so many people consider themselves to be 
green, Richard patiently explains how many green views would actually cause more pressure on the 
environment. His views are not comfortable to read at times and I am probably too decadent to 
survive very long in his ideal society. But I can’t help respecting the man. His book To End 
Poverty — The Starvation of the Periphery by the Core shows how urban culture is inevitabily going 
to be parasitic on the countryside, and that the developed world can only survive by forcing the 
Third World to provide a surplus measure of produce for our consumption. 


Ironically four weeks after the Fascist rumour started, Alternative Green published an extremely 
long letter from a conservative writer, bitterly denouncing me personally and accusing me of 
political correctness. Oh please ! Just because my political views do not easily slide in to other 
people’s tidy little categories my views as being some sort of problems. In a way it is flattering that 
my opinions are deemed to be so important that published writers of some renown are denouncing 
me. 


There's an interesting sentence in the 4th issue : « the medieval landscape extends around us 
in many diverse forms and is there to be explored »... Could you developp ? 


I am fascinated by the whole process « medievalism » and « medieval history » are constructed. For 
example a homosexual might be trying to find medieval homosexuals, in the 1990’s the film 
Braveheart about 14th century rebel William Wallace encouraged Scottish nationalism, people 
interested in Occultism will look for medieval sorcerers. My message is to avoid tunnel vision and 
not just select the elements of medievalism that one finds appealing. 


I saw you were also involved in the musical scene, and inside the journal there are for 
example an ad for Tursa, or an article about the medieval band Ataraxia... To what extend 
are you involved in the Dark Folk / medieval / gothic scene ? 


I am in a small minority of people in Britain who either like underground bands who are more 
popular outside of Britain or appreciate european bands. Mainstream British music is dull, 
dominated by cretins such as Oasis, Pulp and Blur. If you go to clubs one finds that the edge has 
gone off dance music though I have a lot of time for one or two dance acts, particularly Eat Static. 
Gay venues are even worse, endless re-mixes of Abba and disco donkeys thinking that they are 
cutting edge. 


I appreciate Death In June, Sol Invictus, The Moon Lay Hidden Beneath a Cloud, Der Blutharsch, 
Mother Destruction, Ostara, Skald, but also medieval music, russian classical composers, Franck 
Sinatra... Two bands I heartily recommend from Britain are Lady Morphia and Seventh Harmonic. 
Yes I respect Ataraxia and also an associate of their Francesco Banchini who has his own band 
G.O.R. Their CD Bellum Gnosticorum, on Iris distributed by Prikosnovenie is impressive. I recently 
heard the Soil Bleeds Black on CD and thought that they were magnificent. 


Do you have what we could call a romantic vision of the middle age, or do you try (or want) to 
be the most scientific as possible ? 


I have tried hard over the last year to be strict in my approach. I realise that there is a danger of 
people reconstructing the medieval era in the way we wish to see it, this has been a problem since 
the 18th century. But this goes for other periods of History —I am going to be 39 later in the 
Summer, I remember the 1970’s and am shocked by how this decade has been reconstructed 
already, considering a period centuries ago can be more problematic. 


You seem to be connected with several press-editor, like The Dark Fantasy Newsletter or 
Dragon's Head Press, could you tell me more about the underground press in England ? 


I try and buy as many other small press magazines as possible. There have been attempts via 
organisations such as the Small Press Centre who try to connect similar magazines, and organise the 
Small Press Fair most years which attracts thousands of visitors. I enjoy using the Internet 
immensely but am relieved to still be able to buy magazines on paper. I rate Compulsion and Judas 
Kiss. I have had two articles published by Alternative Green magazine, mentionned above. 


Your journal claim to be « journal of neo-medievalism and popular medievalism »... What is 
« popular medievalism » to you ? 


Oriflamme covers activity related to the medieval era which is outside of the world of universities. 
There are some very knowledgeable people who do not have formal qualifications and they deserve 
support. I work with the Richard II Foundation trying to end the false denomination of Richard III 
of England, who ruled from 1483-1485, I am also in contact with the Joan of Arc centre in 
Alburque, New Mexico. 


The Middle Age is usually considered as a VERY Christian period... Could you tell me what 
do you think of neo-paganism, and on the other hand, about the importance of paganism in 
the Middle Age ? 


I used to be interested in Northern heathenism, and runelore, not anymore. Most of what passes for 
Norse or Celtic religion is 19th century fantasy or subjective mysticism which can work for a 
particular individual but might not for a group. Just look at how books on Runes contradict. I 
respect the contributions Egyptian and Greek pagans have made to Art, Drama, Science and 
Culture, and to overall European culture. Neo-paganism could have been the most important 
cultural movement of the 20th century but it lost its way which is sad.It has become associated with 
people dropping out of society or retreating from the world, rather than standing up for the 
contribution paganism has made both to Art and to Knowledge. I am also sad that Neo-paganism is 
rapidly becoming so clinched. I use to attend a local Pagan meeting wearing smart trousers and shirt 
and the hippy goths seemed resentful that I was not wearing the uniform... 


I still write for pagan magazines from time to time but I urge their readers to read Nietzsche’s Birth 
of Tradegy or anything by Camille Paglia, or to go to the theatre and watch Macbeth. Go to the 
National Gallery, reclaim the pagan heritage. 


I have in fact just written a piece for a magazine called Queer Spirit about the early modern witch 
hunts (1500-1700), arguing that contrary to pagan and feminist dogmas, millions of people did 
NOT die in the witch hunt. It will be interesting to see if a response will be generated. 


